
SCIENCE 9 2018-2019 
 
Science 9 is an introductory general science course that fulfills a physical science credit at the high school 
level. It is intended to be engaging and challenging while introducing students to science as a way of 
thinking and acting. 
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TEXT:  Holt Science Spectrum; Physical Science © 2008 
  
 

GUIDELINES 
MATERIALS 
-spiral notebook 
-folder 
-pencil and pen 
 

GRADING 
  

Through assessment it is our goal to gain a clear understanding of what the student has learned as a 
means to offer additional instruction to support further learning.  Student grades are a means to provide 
feedback about a student’s progress.  Progress grades are provided at the end of 1st and 3rd quarters.  
These grades are not part of the student’s transcript.  Formal transcript grades are issued at the end of 
each semester.  Grades are assigned based upon evidence and depth of student learning toward 
identified standards. 
 

Grade General Grading Criteria 

A 
Student has an advanced understanding and/or 
exceeds course expectations 

B 
Student has proficient understanding and/or meets 
course expectations 

C 
Student has a basic understanding and/or partially 
meets course expectations 

D 
Student has a minimal understanding and/or does 
not meet course expectations 

F 
Student has failed to demonstrate minimal course 
expectations 

 
 
Our goal is to have students focus on learning.  Grades represent student learning, not an accumulation 
of points.  Extra credit will only be allowed when it relates directly to a learning objective and represents 



a higher level of learning. Late work will be accepted up until the time of the summative/unit/chapter 
test.  Additional time may be provided at the discretion of the teacher, but not longer than the semester 
grading period.   Grades given will not include attendance. Although a student’s presence in class will 
obviously have ramifications upon their ability to learn targeted material, the lack of attendance will be 
monitored and appropriate consequences will be issued through a means other than grading. 

 
 
Grading will fall into three broad categories: 
 

Assessments (Content Objectives) 
These are the knowledge objectives that students learn. An example would be:  
Given data, students will be able to interpret a velocity-time graph 
Content objectives are worth 60% of the overall grade 

Lab Skills 
Lab skills include those skills students use to effectively work in a lab and classroom setting. 
Organizing and interpreting data, communicating results, and use of technology would be 
examples. Lab skills are worth 20% of the overall grade. 

Practice 
This category will report how well a student completes daily assignments and homework. 
Practice is worth 10% of the overall grade. 

 

Semester Final Exam 
A final exam will be given at the end of each semester.  The exam will cover all the concepts/topics 
from that semester.  The final exam will be worth 10% of the semester grade. 

 

UNITS TAUGHT:  The following units are covered during the year:
 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Communicating Scientifically Motion 

Lab Skills Newton’s laws 

Matter Nature of Science 

States of Matter Forces in Fluids 

Atomic Theory Earth & Space Science 

Periodic Table Environmental Science 

Chemical Reactions  

  

  

  

CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT 
 
WE ARE RESPECTFUL 

-One voice at a time 
-Stow electronic devices 
when you step in the door 
-Treat property and 
equipment with care 
-Follow directions 
-Use appropriate language 

 
WE ARE RESPONSIBLE 

-Show up prepared and 
ready to learn 
-Bring all necessary 
materials to class 
-Two feet in the door 
-Manage your belongings 
-Complete work on time 

 
WE ARE INVOLVED 

-Stay on task 
-Be an active participant 
-Use free time 
productively 
-Advocate for your own 
learning 

 
 
SAFETY/TECHNOLOGY USE POLICY 
ALL Students will sign our safety contract and adhere to the safety and SCHOOL technology use policies.  
Please note:   breaking the safety or technology use contracts may result in a loss of lab and or technology 
privileges and/or a referral to the administration as per the school policy.    


